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The world’s largest chocolate warehouse for 
Barry Callebaut wins the Foreign Investment 
Trophy, recognized as the best foreign 
investment in Flanders 

 Barry Callebaut wins Foreign Investment Trophy in the best foreign investment in 

Flanders category, beating four other nominees 

 World’s largest chocolate warehouse in the world is a unique partnership between Barry 

Callebaut, WDP and Stad Lokeren with an investment of 100 million euros 

 The new 60,000 m² building will be BREAAM Outstanding certified, following the highest 

standards for sustainable development. It represents WDP’s largest logistics project. 

 The new website www.chocolade-magazijn.be will also offer updates and further 

information on the progress of the construction 

 

 

http://www.chocolade-magazijn.be/
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Barry Callebaut, the world's largest manufacturer of cocoa and chocolate products, was 

awarded the Foreign Investment Trophy yesterday evening. The award was given as part of an 

initiative of the Flanders Investment & Trade (FIT), a government agency of the Flanders region 

in Belgium which supports foreign business in Flanders and Flemish businesses abroad.  

The winning project is Barry Callebaut’s new Global Distribution Center (GDC) in Lokeren, that 

will be developed by WDP and leased by Barry Callebaut. Swiss-listed company Barry Callebaut 

was awarded Best Foreign Investment in Flanders, beating four other nominees, namely, DAF 

Trucks (the Netherlands / US), Heyaru (India / Dubai), Hologic (US) and ICO (Japan). Flemish 

Minister-President Jan Jambon handed over the award to the project delegation which consisted 

of representatives from Barry Callebaut, WDP and Stad Lokeren.  

Last summer, WDP, Stad Lokeren and Barry Callebaut announced the development of the 

world’s largest chocolate distribution center through a unique partnership. Last Wednesday, the 

groundbreaking ceremony was celebrated at the new site in Lokeren. The project amounts to 

an investment of around 100 million euros. Located in the new E17/4 business park in Lokeren, 

Belgium, Barry Callebaut intends to centralize its global logistics activities in Belgium in a 60,000 

m² building, a size equivalent to 12 football fields. In addition to optimizing the efficiency of the 

flow of goods by centralizing the storing of all packaged chocolate, the new warehouse will also 

boast a direct connection to the port of Antwerp for global distribution. The logistics hub will be 

fully energy-neutral and will be BREEAM Outstanding-certified. In addition, the new warehouse 

will be fully equipped with, amongst others, solar panels, materials with a low life-cycle cost, 

geothermal energy, charging stations for electric vehicles and facilities for cyclists. 

WDP will develop this unique, logistics warehouse site with the support of its strong network of 

partners like Alheembouw, Willy Naessens, SSI Schaefer, AVVO architects, Istema, Miebach and 

Sureal. Completion is planned for the summer of 2021. Barry Callebaut will be leasing this new 

distribution center on a long-term contract. 

Together with the kick-off of the construction works last week, a campaign named Largest 

chocolate warehouse in the world was launched. Through this campaign, real-time information 

will be provided on the development of the new site. 

QUOTE 

Masha Vis-Mertens, VP Operations and Supply Chain Organization at Barry Callebaut, says, “this 

award recognizes the hard work put in by the entire project team and the unique partnership we 

have with our partners, WDP and the city of Lokeren. The warehouse will allow us to make our 

operations more efficient and improve our service. From the distribution center in Lokeren we 

will be able to stock our packaged products and have them shipped across the world. In other 

words, it is our window to the future and through it, we will continue to share our passion and 

expertise for Belgian chocolate with the rest of the world.” 

Kristof De Witte, General Manager of WDP BELUX & FR: “We are proud that we can develop the 

world’s largest chocolate warehouse in collaboration with our partners. This award emphasizes 

the unique nature of this investment in Flanders, not only for its scale, but also for its high-tech 

https://www.chocolade-magazijn.be/
https://www.chocolade-magazijn.be/
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investments. We are delighted that the delicious chocolate from Barry Callebaut will be 

distributed throughout one of our sites”.  

Filip Anthuenis, Mayor of Lokeren: “Stad Lokeren is proud of Barry Callebaut! This Foreign 

Investment Trophy proves this project is truly unique for our city. Congratulations to the solid 

and energetic group of Barry Callebaut employees and partners”. 

Stefan Walgraeve, Alderman for Industrial Development of Lokeren: "Barry Callebaut will be the 

first operational company at our new industrial zone E17/4, of which a fourth of the net business 

surface takes around 46 ha. By doing so, Barry Callebaut will be the first ambassador of the new 

industrial zone, which is already sold out even before the road works have started. A true success 

story, thanks to the unique location in the heart of Flanders, close to the economic hubs Antwerp, 

Ghent and Brussels. To remind: the “chocolate” product is really omnipresent in Lokeren, with 

many businesses being active in this sector. Barry Callebaut is the apotheosis of the Chocolate 

Valley of Lokeren”. 
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MORE INFORMATION                           

WDP NV /SA             Joost Uwents         Mickael Van den Hauwe 

Blakebergen 15   CEO          CFO 

1861 Wolvertem 

Belgium       

www.wdp.eu   M +32 (0) 476 88 99 26        M +32 (0) 473 93 74 91 

investorrelations@wdp.eu joost.uwents@wdp.eu        mickael.vandenhauwe@wdp.eu 

WDP develops and invests in logistics property (warehouses and offices). WDP's property portfolio 

amounts to around 5 million m². This international portfolio of semi-industrial and logistics buildings 

is spread over around 250 sites at prime logistics locations for storage and distribution in Belgium, 

France, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Germany and Romania. More information about WDP can be 

found at www.wdp.eu.  

WDP NV/SA – BE-REIT (public regulated real estate company under Belgian law).  

Company number 0417.199.869 (Register of legal entities of Brussels, Dutch section) 

___ 

Barry Callebaut AG 

P.O. Box 

8021 Zurich 

Switzerland 

www.barry-callebaut.com 

With annual sales of about CHF 7.3 billion (EUR 6.5 billion / USD 7.4 billion) in fiscal year 2018/19, the 

Zurich-based Barry Callebaut Group is the world’s leading manufacturer of high-quality chocolate and 

cocoa products – from sourcing and processing cocoa beans to producing the finest chocolates, 

including chocolate fillings, decorations and compounds. The Group runs more than 60 production 

facilities worldwide and employs a diverse and dedicated global workforce of more than 12,0000 

people. The Barry Callebaut Group serves the entire food industry, from industrial food manufacturers 

to artisanal and professional users of chocolate, such as chocolatiers, pastry chefs, bakers, hotels, 

restaurants or caterers. The two global brands catering to the specific needs of these Gourmet 

customers are Callebaut® and Cacao Barry®. The Barry Callebaut Group is committed to sustainable 

cocoa production to help ensure future supplies of cocoa and improve farmer livelihoods. It supports 

the Cocoa Horizons Foundation in its goal to shape a sustainable cocoa and chocolate future. 

 

media in Belgium 

Korneel Warlop 

Senior Corporate Communications Manager EMEA 

+32 475 92 22 40 

korneel_warlop@barry-callebaut.com  

http://www.barry-callebaut.com/
https://twitter.com/wdp_eu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChYKtv-qwZIJ7zDbcUrwXFA
https://www.facebook.com/WDPwarehouses/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wdp_warehouses/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wdp/
https://www.wdp.eu/
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___ 

City of Lokeren 

Filip Anthuenis                                    Stefan Walgraeve 

Mayor                                                   Alderman for Industrial Development 

M +32 477 69 45 54                           M +32 486 55 74 98 

filip.Anthuenis@lokeren.be 

 


